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Dear Parents and Carers, 

 

As you will probably be aware, the Prime Minister Boris Johnson said on Sunday that primary schools 

in England might start to reopen from 1 June. Any reopening would be conditional on the R 

rate and number of new infections staying low. He said pupils in Reception, Year 1 and Year 6 

might be able to return in stages. Follow up guidance from the DfE has been released, which explains 

that nursery provision might also be able to reopen from 1 June. For our school this could mean that 

our Kindergartens may reopen from 2 June, along with Class 5, with the possibility of other classes 

returning at some point before the end of the summer term. It is important to acknowledge that any 

return to school will involve major differences in operating. It may be that children will return to 

school on part time, on alternate days or on a staggered basis depending on DfE advice, staff availability 

and our own risk assessments.   

 

We appreciate that this will raise many questions, and possibly some anxiety, for children, staff and 

families. Our aim is to journey together (with good communication and patience!), guided by all the 

advice we can get, to do the best we can for our children’s welfare and education.  

 

As a school leadership team, in collaboration with our teachers and supported by trustees, we have 

been thinking through the implications of re-opening the school for some time.  Our priorities are: 

 

1. SAFETY AND WELLBEING: Keep children, staff and families safe by following 

government guidance, setting up effective routines, appropriate timetabling and training.  

Reassure parents and staff of the steps and safeguards that the school will put in place. We 

will only invite pupils back when and if our assessment of the risk is that it is safe for both 

children and staff to do so. 

2. SUPPORT: Support children, staff and families, through this difficult period, particularly those 

who are vulnerable, anxious and/or suffering bereavement. 

3. RHYTHM AND RELATIONSHIPS: Re-establish good routines and relationships within 

the classroom. Enable children to enjoy being back at school and to do the best they can over 

the coming months and years.   

4. TRANSITION: Prepare children to settle back into school and support those with upcoming 

transitions i.e. those moving up from Kindergarten to Class 1.  

 

Next Steps 
 

We want to be clear with parents and staff what our next steps are likely to be. Obviously, all this 

could change depending on a whole range of different factors! 

 

1. Communication: We will keep parents and staff up to date on a regular basis. Normally this 

will be through our weekly newsletter. However, from time to time we may circulate interim 

updates, such as this one, to keep you informed. 

2. Information and Advice: The DfE are sending out daily updates with new guidance and 

information. We are also in communication with SWSF and independent school professional 

bodies. We will use this guidance as we make plans to re-open the school.  



 
 

3. Staff availability: Over the coming days we will be checking with staff about their availability 

for work in school taking into account advice around protecting those with underlying health 

conditions etc.   

4. Pupil information: As plans develop, class teachers will be in touch seeking further 

information about any home circumstances that we need to be aware of, in order to inform 

our planning and to continue to help support all children as best we can. 

5. Training: Prior to re-opening the school, all staff will be required to attend training, focusing 

on the priorities listed above, to ensure that new procedures are understood and followed.    

6. Premises, Health and Safety: Parents and staff should be reassured that premises, health 

and safety checks e.g. fire safety, grounds and equipment and water checks have continued 

during lockdown.  Some maintenance and additional intensive cleaning is taking place.  

 
 

And finally 
 

There is a lot of debate and speculation in the media about schools re-opening.  Whilst it is good to 

be informed about current thinking, we want to remind you of our priorities as listed above – the first 

of which is safety and wellbeing. That will be our focus.  
 

We appreciate that there will be many other questions that parents and staff have.  At this stage, 

please only put forward urgent questions/feedback so that we are not inundated with emails!  If we 

don’t reply to your question personally, please look out for the answer in a future update.  

 

We hope that you and your families continue to keep well.  

 

Best wishes, 

 

Sarah Fox 

 

On behalf of the School Leadership Team  
 
Sarah Fox, Education Manager  
Cambridge Steiner School 
Tel:  01223 882727 
Email:  reception@cambridge-steiner-school.co.uk 
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